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Make the most of your handbook

The best way to get the most from your handbook is to use the digital version. The digital version is

updated more regularly.

The digital version contains links which take you straight to related pages if you want to find out more. For example,
you can read about Part 1 of the Reading and Use of English paper in the Tasks section, then click on the link to take
you straight to a sample Part 1 task. There are also links which take you to useful websites and resources.

Tasks

The Tasks pages give information about the exam format and
what is tested in each part of the paper.

About Cambridge Assessment English
C1 Advanced - an overview
Exam support

About the exam

v A W

Paper 1: Reading and Use of English

Sample paper and assessment

The Sample paper and assessment section includes two sample
papers for each of the four components as well as answer keys

for the Reading and Use of English and Listening components. For
the Writing and Speaking papers there is information about the
assessment criteria, and for Writing there are example answers for
you to refer to or use with your learners.

Paper 3: Listening

Tasks 7 Tasks 55

Sample paper and assessment 12 Sample paper and assessment 59

Paper 2: Writing Paper 4: Speaking

Tasks 29  Tasks 74

Sample paper and assessment 33 Sample paper and assessment 78
Speaking assessment glossary of terms 87

Glossary 90



About Cambridge Assessment English

We are Cambridge Assessment English. Part of the University of
Cambridge, we help millions of people learn English and prove

their skills to the world.

For us, learning English is more than just exams and grades.
It's about having the confidence to communicate and access a
lifetime of enriching experiences and opportunities.

We deliver qualifications and tests in over 130 countries to over

5.5 million people every year.

[ UNIVERSITY OF

CAMBRIDGE

One of the top universities in the world

Departments of the University

Cambridge
Assessment

The largest assessment research capability of its kind in Europe

Departments (exam boards)

5 Cambridge Assessment
English

Cambridge Assessment English
We help millions of people learn
English and prove their skills to the
world.
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Cambridge Assessment
International Education

Prepares school students for life, helping
them develop an informed curiosity and

a lasting passion for learning. /

N

OCR

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

\

OCR: Oxford Cambridge and RSA
Examinations

A leading UK awarding body.

Cambridge

English Qualifications

Cambridge English Qualifications are in-depth exams that make
learning English enjoyable, effective and rewarding.

Our unique approach encourages continuous progression with a
clear path to improving language skills. Each of our qualifications
focuses on a level of the Common European Framework of
Reference (CEFR), enabling learners to develop and build speaking,
writing, reading and listening skills.

Our qualifications are based on research into effective teaching
and learning. They motivate people of all ages and abilities to
learn English and develop practical skills for the real world.

We have Cambridge English Qualifications for:
» Schools
+ General and higher education

»  Business

Whether learners are planning to live, work or study in their own
country or abroad, our qualifications prove they have the English
language skills to succeed.

To find out more about Cambridge English Qualifications and the
CEFR, go to cambridgeenglish.org/cefr
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C1 Advanced - an overview

C1 Advanced was originally introduced in 1991 and is a high-level Certificates

qualification that is officially recognised by universities, employers

and governments around the world. It proves that a candidate has

a high level of English for use in academic or professional settings. + score on the Cambridge English Scale for each of the four
exam papers

The certificate shows the candidate's:

Exam formats + overall score on the Cambridge English Scale

+ grade

+ level on the CEFR

+ level on the UK National Qualifications Framework (NQF).

C1 Advanced can be taken as either a paper-based or computer-
based exam.

Who is the exam for?

C1 Advanced is aimed at learners who need to show they can: @ <
) o [T Cambridge Assessment v |
+ follow an academic course at university level & P English =
+ communicate effectively at managerial and professional level %
+ participate with confidence in workplace meetings or academic /
tutorials and seminars A
)
» carry out complex and challenging research ) ) » i
) ) Cambridge English Level 2 Certificate in ‘
+ stand out and differentiate themselves. ESOL International (Advanced)* 2
This is to certify that 4
. A Stud %
Who recognises the exam? o &
has been awarded %
The C1 Advanced certificate is recognised around the world as a Grade C : /
high-level qualification in English. in the
. . I Certificate in Advanced English d
Cambridge English Qualifications are accepted and trusted by C:m'c;cj:u:pe L:j:lc; e 2
thousands of organisations worldwide. For more information ;
about recognition go to cambridgeenglish.org/recognition OveraliiScote— {189 2
Reading 193 N&
Use of English 188 d
What level is the exam? s b :
Speaking 190
C1 Advanced is targeted at Level C1 on the CEFR.
Achieving a certificate at this level proves that a candidate has LT el &

reached a very advanced level of English required in demanding Reference Number  183GB9615001 ==
academic and Professional Settings. Accreditation Number 500/2598/3 Chief Executive

“This level refers to the UK National Qualifications Framework
Cort dytornu ydnabyddediy
NERAY
i
%,

Statements of Results &

Date of Issue  15/02/2020
Certificate Number 0060846448

%,

&
“anons

The Statement of Results shows the candidate’s:
00995588

+ Score on the Cambridge English Scale for their performance

in each of the four exam papers (Reading and Use of English,
Writing, Listening and Speaking). Special circumstances

+ Score on the Cambridge English Scale for their overall
performance in the exam. This overall score is the average
of the separate scores given for each of the four skills and
Use of English.

Cambridge English Qualifications are designed to be fair to all test
takers. For more information about special circumstances, go to
cambridgeenglish.org/help

« Grade - this is based on the candidate's overall score.
« Level on the CEFR - this is also based on the overall score.

C1 Advanced - an overview
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Exam support

Official Cambridge English preparation materials

To support teachers and help learners prepare for their exams,
Cambridge English and Cambridge University Press have
developed a range of official support materials including
coursebooks and practice tests. These materials are available
in both print and digital formats.
cambridgeenglish.org/exam-preparation

Support for teachers

The Teaching English section of our website provides user-friendly,
free resources for all teachers preparing for our exams. It includes:

General information — handbooks for teachers,
sample papers.

Detailed exam information — format, timing, number of
questions, task types, mark scheme of each paper.

Advice for teachers — developing students’ skills and preparing
them for the exam.

Downloadable lessons - a lesson for every part of
every paper.

Teaching qualifications — a comprehensive range of
qualifications for new teachers and career development for
more experienced teachers.

Seminars and webinars - a wide range of exam-specific
seminars and live and recorded webinars for both new and
experienced teachers.

Teacher development — resources to support teachers in their
Continuing Professional Development.

cambridgeenglish.org/teaching-english

Facebook for teachers

Teachers can join our community on Facebook for free resources,
activities and tips to help prepare learners for Cambridge English
Qualifications.

facebook.com/CambridgeEnglishTeaching

Free support for candidates

We provide learners with a wealth of exam resources and
preparation materials throughout our website, including exam
advice, sample papers, candidate guides, games and online
learning resources.

cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english

Facebook

Learners joining our lively Facebook community can get tips, take
part in quizzes and talk to other English language learners.
facebook.com/CambridgeEnglish

Registering candidates for an exam

Exam entries must be made through an authorised Cambridge
English examination centre.

Centre staff have all the latest information about our exams, and
can provide you with:

+ details of entry procedures

+ copies of the exam regulations
+ exam dates

+ current fees

+ more information about C1 Advanced and other Cambridge
English Qualifications.

We have more than 2,800 centres in over 130 countries —all are
required to meet our high standards of exam administration,
integrity, security and customer service. Find your nearest centre
at cambridgeenglish.org/centresearch

Further information

If your local authorised exam centre is unable to answer your
question, please contact our helpdesk:
cambridgeenglish.org/help
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About the exam

C1 Advanced is a rigorous and thorough test of English at Level C1.

It covers all four language skills - reading, writing, listening
and speaking — and includes a fifth element focusing on the
candidate’s understanding of the structure of the language.

A thorough test of all areas of language ability

There are four papers: detailed information on each test paper is
provided later in this handbook, but the overall focus of each test
is as follows:

Reading and Use of English: 1 hour 30 minutes

Candidates need to be able to understand texts from
publications such as fiction and non-fiction books, journals,
newspapers and magazines.

Writing: 1 hour 30 minutes

Candidates have to show that they can produce two different
pieces of writing: a compulsory essay in Part 1, and one from a
choice of three tasks in Part 2.

Listening: 40 minutes (approximately)

Candidates need to show they can understand the meaning
of a range of spoken material, including lectures, radio
broadcasts, speeches and talks.

Speaking: 15 minutes

Candidates take the Speaking test with another candidate or
in a group of three, and are tested on their ability to take part
in different types of interaction: with the examiner, with the
other candidate and by themselves.

Each of the four test components contributes to a profile which

defines the candidates’ overall communicative language ability at
this level.

About the exam

Marks and results

C1 Advanced gives detailed, meaningful results.

Number of | Number

Overall length tasks/parts | of items
C1Advanced
Reading
and Use 1 hour 30 mins 8 56
of English
Writing 1hour 30 mins 2 2
Listening approx 40 mins | 4 30
Speaking 15 mins 4 -

total approx
Total 3 hours 55 mins

All candidates receive a Statement of Results. Candidates whose
performance ranges between CEFR Levels B2 and C2 (Cambridge
English Scale scores of 160-210) also receive a certificate.

Grade A: Cambridge English Scale scores of 200-210
Candidates sometimes show ability beyond Level C1. If

a candidate achieves a Grade A in their exam, they will
receive the Certificate in Advanced English stating that they

demonstrated ability at Level C2.

Grade B or C: Cambridge English Scale scores of 180-199
If a candidate achieves Grade B or C in their exam, they will be
awarded the Certificate in Advanced English at Level C1.

CEFR Level B2: Cambridge English Scale scores of 160-179

If a candidate’s performance is below Level C1, but falls within
Level B2, they will receive a Cambridge English certificate
stating that they demonstrated ability at Level B2.



Can Do summary

What can candidates do at Level C1?

The Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) has researched what language learners can typically do at each CEFR level. They
have described each level of ability using Can Do statements, with examples taken from everyday life. Cambridge English, as one of the
founding members of ALTE, uses this framework to ensure its exams reflect real-life language skills.

Typical abilities

Reading and Writing

Listening and Speaking

Overall general ability

CAN read quickly enough to cope with an
academic course, and CAN take reasonably
accurate notes in meetings or write a piece of
work which shows an ability to communicate.

CAN contribute effectively to meetings and
seminars within own area of work or keep up
a casual conversation with a good degree of
fluency, coping with abstract expressions.

Social and tourist

CAN understand complex opinions/arguments as
expressed in serious newspapers.

CAN write most letters they are likely to be
asked to do; such errors as occur will not prevent
understanding of the message.

CAN pick up nuances of meaning/opinion.

CAN keep up conversations of a casual nature for
an extended period of time and discuss abstract/
cultural topics with a good degree of fluency and
range of expression.

CAN understand the general meaning of
more complex articles without serious

CAN follow discussion and argument with only
occasional need for clarification, employing

Work misunderstanding. good comPensation strategies to overcome
CAN, given enough time, write a report that inadequacies.
communicates the desired message. CAN deal with unpredictable questions.
CAN scan texts for relevant information, and CAN follow up questions by probing for
grasp main topic of text. more detail.

Study

CAN write a piece of work whose message can be
followed throughout.

CAN make critical remarks/express disagreement
without causing offence.




Paper 1:

T hour 30 mins

Reading and Use of English
tasks

The paper contains eight parts. For Parts 1 to 4, the test contains texts with accompanying grammar and vocabulary tasks, and
separate items with a grammar and vocabulary focus. For Parts 5 to 8, the test contains a range of texts and accompanying reading
comprehension tasks. The word count is 3,000-3,500.

Part Numl?er of | Number of Task types Focus Format
questions marks
Vocabulary, e.g.idioms, A modified cloze containing eight gaps
Multiple- collocations, fixed phrases, ) ning e1gnt gap
1 8 8 : . followed by eight 4-option multiple-
choice cloze complementation, phrasal S
. L choice items.
verbs, semantic precision.
2 8 8 Awareness gnd control of A modified cloze test containing
Open cloze grammar with some focus .
eight gaps.
on vocabulary.
Vocabulary, in particular the A text containing eight gaps. Each gap
AT corresponds to a word. The stems of
3 8 8 Word use of affixation, internal . . :
. . the missing words are given beside the
formation changes and compounding
. . text and must be changed to form the
in word formation. o
missing word.
Six separate items, each with a lead-in
Key word Grammar, vocabulary, sentence and a gapped second sentence

12

transformation

collocation.

to be completed in three to six words,
one of which is a given ‘key’ word.

Detail, opinion, attitude,
tone, purpose, main idea,

5 6 1 2 Multiple T o A text followed by six 4-option
A implication, text organisation . . .
choice O multiple-choice questions.
features (exemplification,
comparison, reference).
Understanding of opinion Four short texts, followed by multiple-
Cross-text ) ] ) . ; .
6 8 multiple and attitude; comparing and | matching questions. Candidates must
4 matchin contrasting of opinions and read across texts to match a prompt to
& attitudes across texts. elements in the texts.
A text from which paragraphs have
. been removed and placed in jumbled
7 6 1 2 Cohesion, coherence, text .
Gapped text structure. olobal meanin order after the text. Candidates must
'8 & decide from where in the text the
paragraphs have been removed.
A text or several short texts, preceded
8 1 O 4| O Multiple Detail, opinion, attitude, by multiple-matching questions.
matching specific information. Candidates must match a prompt to

Total

56

/8

Reading and Use of English Tasks

elements in the text.




The eight parts of the Reading and Use of
English paper

PART 1

In this part, there is an emphasis on vocabulary and grammar.

Multiple-choice cloze

Sample task and answer key: pages 12 and 19

i‘.‘! Each correct answer in Part 1 receives 1 mark.

Part 1 consists of a text in which there are eight gaps (plus one gap
as an example). Each gap represents a missing word or phrase. The
text is followed by eight sets of four words or phrases, each set
corresponding to a gap. Candidates have to choose which one of
the four words or phrases in the set fills the gap correctly.

Candidates are required to draw on their lexical knowledge and
understanding of the text in order to fill the gaps. Some questions
test at a phrasal level, such as collocations and set phrases. Other
questions test meaning at sentence level or beyond, with more
processing of the text required. A lexico-grammatical element may
be involved, such as when candidates have to choose the option
which fits correctly with a following preposition or verb form.

PART 2 Opencloze
In this part, there is an emphasis on grammar and vocabulary.

Sample task and answer key: pages 13 and 19

v‘:v Each correct answer in Part 2 receives 1 mark.

Part 2 consists of a text in which there are eight gaps (plus one gap
as an example). Candidates are required to draw on their knowledge
of the structure of the language and understanding of the text in
order to fill the gaps. In this part, as there are no sets of words from
which to choose the answers, candidates have to think of a word
which will fill the gap correctly.

The focus of the gapped words is either grammatical, such as
articles, auxiliaries, prepositions, pronouns, verb tenses and forms;
or lexico-grammatical, such as phrasal verbs, linkers and words
within fixed phrases. The answer will always be a single word. In
some cases, there may be more than one possible answer and this
is allowed for in the mark scheme.

The absence or misuse of punctuation is ignored, although spelling,
as in all parts of the Use of English component, must be correct.

PART 3 Word formation

In this part, there is an emphasis on vocabulary.

Sample task and answer key: pages 13 and 19

AN . .
V.9 Each correct answer in Part 3 receives 1 mark.

PART 4 Key word transformation

In this part, there is an emphasis on grammar and vocabulary.

Sample task and answer key: pages 14 and 19

fj Each correct answer in Part 4 receives 0, 1 or 2 marks.

Part 4 consists of six questions (plus an example). Each question
contains three parts: a lead-in sentence, a key word, and a second
sentence of which only the beginning and end are given. Candidates
have to fill the gap in the second sentence so that the completed
sentence is similar in meaning to the lead-in sentence. The gap
must be filled with between three and six words, one of which must
be the key word. They key word must not be changed in any way.

In this part of the paper the focus is both lexical and grammatical
and a range of structures is tested. The ability to express a
message in a different way shows flexibility and resource in the
use of language.

The mark scheme splits the answers into two parts and
candidates gain one mark for each part which is correct.

PART 5 Multiple choice

In this part, there is an emphasis on the understanding of a long text,
including detail, opinion, tone, purpose, main idea, implication,
attitude, and also text organisation features such as exemplification,
comparison and reference.

Sample task and answer key: pages 15 and 19

Q Each correct answer in Part 5 receives 2 marks.

Part 5 consists of one long text, drawn from a variety of sources
which include fiction. The text is followed by six 4-option
multiple-choice questions which are presented in the same order
as the information in the text so that candidates can follow the
development of the text.

This task tests detailed understanding, including opinions and
attitudes expressed; the ability to distinguish between, for example,
apparently similar viewpoints, outcomes or reasons. Candidates
should be able to deduce meaning from context and interpret the
text for inference and style. They should also be able to understand
text organisation features such as exemplification, comparison

and reference, including lexical reference. The final question may
depend on interpretation of the text as a whole, e.g. the writer's
purpose, attitude or opinion.

PART 6 Cross-text multiple matching

In this part, there is an emphasis on identifying opinions and
attitudes expressed across texts.

Sample task and answer key: pages 16 and 19

Part 3 consists of a text containing eight gaps (plus one gap as an
example). At the end of some of the lines, and separated from the
text, there is a stem word in capital letters. Candidates need to
form an appropriate word from given stem words to fill each gap.

The focus of this task is primarily lexical, though an understanding
of structure is also required. It tests the candidates’ knowledge of
how prefixes, suffixes, internal changes and compounds are used
in forming words. Candidates may be required to demonstrate
understanding of the text beyond sentence level.

AN . o
V.9 Each correct answer in Part 6 receives 2 marks.

Part 6 consists of four short texts, on a related theme, followed
by multiple-matching prompts. In total, there are four questions.

Candidates must read across texts to match a prompt to elements
in the texts. The prompts require candidates to read across the
four texts to understand the opinions and attitudes expressed

in order to identify agreement and disagreement between the
writers. The items only provide information on the subject of the
opinion, not the opinion itself: this is for the candidate to identify.
Candidates may need to identify an opinion expressed in one of
the texts and then identify which other text shares or contradicts



Paper 1

this opinion, or they may need to identify which text differs from
the other three in terms of an expressed opinion.

for each question. If they give two answers, and one of them is
incorrect, they will not be given a mark. If they want to change an
answer, they should rub it out.

PART7 Gapped text

In this part, there is an emphasis on understanding how texts are
structured and the ability to follow text development.

+ All parts of the paper have detailed instructions and the Use of
English component also has completed examples. These should
be studied carefully so that your students know what kind of
answers they are expected to give and how they should show
them on the answer sheet.

Sample task and answer key: pages 17 and 19

Your students should be encouraged to read extensively so that
they build up a wide vocabulary and become familiar with the
many uses of different structures. This should enable them to
deal with a range of lexical items and grammatical structures in a
variety of text types.

w‘:v Each correct answer in Part 7 receives 2 marks. .

Part 7 consists of one long gapped text from which six paragraphs
of equal length have been removed and placed in jumbled order
after the text, together with a seventh paragraph which does not
fit in any of the gaps. The text is usually from a non-fiction source
(including journalism). This part tests comprehension of text
structure, cohesion, coherence and global meaning.

+Your students should read as widely as possible both in class and
at home. This will enable them to become familiar with a wide
range of language. In class encourage your students to interact
fully with each text by focusing on pre-reading questions. This will
help train them in prediction techniques.

Candidates are required to decide from where in the text each
paragraph has been removed. Each paragraph may be used only
once, and there is one paragraph that candidates do not need to use.
It is helpful to introduce a programme of reading at home. As
part of the weekly homework assignments, an idea might be

to introduce a reading scheme which involves the students

in providing verbal or written reviews on the texts they have
read. These could include: unabridged short stories or novels,
newspaper and magazine articles, non-fiction, etc. Where
possible, your students should be encouraged to follow up on
their hobbies and interests by reading magazines or looking

on the internet for articles in English about sport, computers,
fashion, etc. Research in these areas could also lead to a series
of short class talks or articles for a class project. A class or school
magazine may also encourage interest in reading.

Candidates need to read the gapped text first in order to gain an
overall idea of the structure and the meaning of the text, and to
notice carefully the information and ideas before and after each gap
as well as throughout the whole of the gapped text. They should
then decide which paragraphs fit the gaps, remembering that each
letter may only be used once and that there is one paragraph which
they will not need to use.

PART 8 Multiple matching

Inthis part, there is an emphasis on locating specific information,
detail, opinion and attitude in a text or a group of short texts.

Sample task and answer key: pages 18 and 19 + Itisimportant to make sure your students are familiar with the
format of the Reading component. It will be helpful to spend
time going through sample papers. The Reading component has a
standard structure and format so that students will know what to

expect in each part of the paper.

¢ Each correct answer in Part 8 receives 1 mark.

Part 8 consists of one or two sets of questions followed by a single
page of text: the text may be continuous, or divided into sections,
or consist of a group of short texts. In total, there are 10 questions
and four to six options.

+ When studying for the paper, it will be useful for your students to
refer to dictionaries and grammar books. However, they should
also develop strategies for operating independently of reference
books (by, for example, guessing the meaning of unknown words
from the context) as they are not permitted to take dictionaries
into the exam with them. They should be encouraged to read a
text without thinking that they need to understand every word.
Students often spend time worrying about the text at word level
rather than trying to get a more global view of what it is about.
Focus your students’ attention on understanding the overall
function and message of texts or sections of texts.

Candidates are required to match the questions with the relevant
information from the text. To do this, they need to understand
detail, attitude or opinion in the question, and locate a section

of text where that idea is expressed, discounting ideas in other
sections which may appear similar, but which do not reflect the
whole of the question accurately. Some of the options may be
correct for more than one question.

In addition to the use of letters, e.g. A—F, the range of possible
answers may be presented in the form of a list of, for example,

names or people or places, titles of books or films or types of » Your students need to read the instructions, title and sub-title of

each reading text carefully. This is meant to give them an idea of

occupation. what to expect from the text; it will tell them where the pieces
come from and/or what the text is about. If there is a visual, it
Preparation is usually included to help with a reference in the text that the
students may not be familiar with, for example, a photo of a
General

certain animal or place.

+ ThetextsinParts1,2, 3,5, 6,7 and 8 all have titles. Encourage
your students to pay attention to each title as it will indicate the
main theme of the text.

+ Students should develop an efficient personal system for
recording the new vocabulary they learn. They should record
as much detail as possible, including information about

Encourage your students to read through each text (Parts 1, 2 and
3) carefully before beginning to answer the questions so that they
have a clear idea of what it is about.

In Parts 2 and 4, there may be more than one permissible answer
for a question. However, students should only give one answer

Reading and Use of English Tasks

complementation and collocations of the words learned.

Encourage your students to plan their time carefully and not to
spend too long on any one part of the test. They should try to
make sure that they have a few minutes at the end of the test to
check through their answers. They can do the various parts of the
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test in any order, but it may be better to do them in the order
of the question paper so as to avoid the possibility of putting
answers in the wrong sections of the answer sheet.

+ Itisimportant that your students are familiar with the
instructions on the front page of the question paper, and for each
part of the test. Your students should also be familiar with the
technique of indicating their answers on the separate answer
sheet so that they can do this quickly and accurately. Students
need to be shown how to do this and have practice doing this in
a timed exercise. They must record their answers on the answer
sheet. When writing their answers on the answer sheet, they
must be careful to make sure that they put the answer by the
appropriate question number. This is especially important if they
leave some questions unanswered. They must also be sure to
write in capital letters in Parts 2, 3 and 4.

+ When your students are familiar with the different task types,
it is a good idea to discuss which part(s) take them longer to
complete. Following this discussion you can suggest possible
timings for each task. Your students need to be reminded that
Parts 4,5, 6 and 7 are allocated 2 marks per question, while
Parts 1, 2, 3 and 8 are allocated 1 mark per question. Students at
C1Advanced level need to process large quantities of text in a
defined time-scale and therefore need practice in planning their
time carefully.

+ Remind your students to check the spelling of their answers as
incorrect spelling will lose them marks.

+ Remind your students that handwriting should be clear so that it
can be read easily by the markers.

By part
PART 1

+ When studying vocabulary in preparation for the paper, your
students should pay attention to collocation, the different shades
of meaning within sets of similar words, and complementation
(e.g. whether words are followed by a certain preposition, or by a
gerund or an infinitive, etc.).

+Advise your students to consider all the options carefully
before deciding on an answer. Some of the options may be very
tempting, but only one will be semantically and grammatically
correct in that particular context.

PART 2

+ Any preparation task which promotes grammatical accuracy is
useful, especially those which focus on verb forms and the use of
auxiliary and modal verbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions,
modifiers and determiners.

+  Remind your students that only one word is required for each
answer. Answers of more than one word will not earn the mark.

+  Some gaps in this part can be filled by referring just